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in certain medical cases without any corresponding necessity
to exalt it to the level of a doctrine. Indeed against this
doctrine we are bound to raise vigorous objections. The
assumptions it rests upon are quite arbitrary. In no sense,
for example, are neuroses exclusively based upon sexual
repression, and the same holds good for the psychoses. There
is no foundation for saying that dreams merely contain
repressed wishes the incompatibility of which requires them
to be disguised by a hypothetical dream-censor. The Freudian
technique, in so far as it remains under the influence of its
own one-sided and, therefore, erroneous hypotheses, is
patently arbitrary.
Before analytical psychology can do justice to the work of
art it must entirely rid itself of medical prejudice ; for the
art-work is not a morbidity, and therefore demands a wholly
different orientation from the medical The physician must
naturally seek the prime cause of a sickness in order to
eradicate it, if possible, by the roots; but just as naturally
must the psychologist adopt an exactly opposite attitude
towards the work of art. He will not raise the question,
which for the art-work is quite superfluous, concerning-its
undoubted general antecedents, its basic human determinants;
but he will inquire into the meaning of the work, and will be
concerned with its preconditions only in so far as they are
necessary for the understanding of its meaning. Personal
causality has as much and as little to do with the work of art,
as the soil with the plant that springs from it. Doubtless
we may learn to understand some peculiarities of the plant
by becoming familiar with the character of its habitat.
And for the botanist this is, of course, an important com-
ponent of his knowledge. But nobody will maintain that
he has thereby recognized all the essentials relating to the
plant itself. The personal orientation that is demanded
by the problem of personal causality is out of' place in the
presence of the work of art, just because the work of art is
not a human being, but essentially supra-personal. It is

